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INTRODUCTION 

 

The Weaks Sexton Collection contains photographs and memorabilia of George Weaks Sexton 

(1921-1976) of Dover.  The collection was loaned to the Archives for digitization in March, 

2024.  This is a digital-only collection. 

 

The Stewart County Archives requires that the following credit line be used in all publications to 

identify that the image or document used is from its holdings: Courtesy of the Stewart County 

Archives. Specific citation of where the image or document is located (collection, box, folder, 

etc.) should be made in an acknowledgements section, footnote, or bibliography. 

 

 

SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE 

 

George Weaks Sexton was born in Dover on November 4, 1921, the son of Joe Hiram and Allie 

(Weaks) Sexton.  He was a Navy veteran of World War II, serving as a radioman aboard the U. 

S. S. O’Reilly.  He was later postmaster at Dover, and was a rural mail carrier.  He was married 

in 1943 to Virginia McGregor.  He died at home in Dover on April 12, 1976 at age 54, and was 

survived by his wife and their two children. 

 

Of special interest in the collection are photographs from the court room in the Stewart County 

Courthouse, and photos from his World War II service years. 

 

The collection is digital-only. 

 

 

ITEM LIST 

 

1. Photographs of the court room inside the Stewart County Courthouse; two men are talking in 

the foreground; on the wall in the background is a photo of late Sheriff Lucas L. Ellis 

2. Photograph of the C. D. Vinson Jr. grocery and furniture store on the west side of the public 

square in Dover 

3. A group of men playing musical instruments, including Weaks Sexton, Dan Wallace. 

4. Souvenir photo of Weaks and Virginia Sexton, taken at the Gaiety Café, New York City. 

5. Photos of Weaks Sexton in Navy uniform. 

6. Photos of Weaks and Virginia Sexton at the Confederate Monument, Fort Donelson NMP. 

7. Photo of Virginia Sexton atop a cannon, Fort Donelson NMP. 

8. Photo inside the public library, Dover, including Hattie Brigham, Weaks Sexton, Frank 

Baker, Walter L. Brigham, Mary Riggins, Carrie Sue Martin 

9. Photos of an African-American school group, possibly taken at Dover Colored School. 

10. Candid photos of Weaks and Virginia Sexton.  One photo of Virginia is labeled “Pin up girl 

of U. S. S. O’Reilly” 

11. A variety of Sexton family photos, unlabeled. 

12. A photo of Will R. Brigham, Van Riggins (in uniform), and Weaks Sexton. 

13. Photo of Weaks Sexton in front of his home in Tennessee National Guard uniform. 
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14. Post card photo from inside Fort Donelson Motor Co., 1950. 

15. Photos taken at Lock D, Dover. 

16. A group of young children, unlabeled, ca. 1930. 

17. Two men holding a large catfish, with young boys in the foreground. 

18. Weaks Sexton and an unidentified man at Fort Donelson. 

19. Photo from inside Fort Donelson Motor Co., undated, including Clay B. Pulley, Malcolm 

Sexton. 

20. A group of teenage friends, including Charles Seay Bruton, Weaks Sexton, Mary Evelyn 

Russell. 

21. 1942 photos at the entrance to Fort Donelson, including Joe Sexton, Dr. Henry Crow. 

22. Photo of “Virginia Sop head McGregor” at a gasoline pump. 

23. Dover High School girls’ basketball team, including Aylene Butts, Evideen Vaughan, Eva 

Cato, Virginia McGregor, Charalett B. 

24. Evideen Vaughan and Virginia McGregor on a frozen Cumberland River. 

25. Fishermen showing their catch, including George Williams Jr., Weaks Sexton, Van Riggins. 

26. Photo of Evelyn ____ in front of the post office in Dover. 

27. Postcard photo of “Uncle Jim Weaks” and 2 unidentified men, in uniform, postmarked 

Dodge, CA, July 25, 1910. 

28. Colorized photograph of Weaks Sexton on his horse, and his mother Allie Sexton. 

29. Uniformed photos of Brandon Smith, labeled “Korea 55”. 

30. Undated photo including Joe and Allie Sexton. 

31. March, 1943 photo of Virginia McGregor at the Confederate Monument at Fort Donelson. 

32. 1950 photo of Frances, Virginia, Allie Jo, Mildred. 

33. Photo of Weaks Sexton as a young child with a pipe in his mouth.  On the reverse is written, 

“This is the one that Weaks wants you to observe very closely.” 

34. Photo of Weaks and Allie Sexton in a boat, Weaks holding a rifle. 

35. Undated photo taken on the public square in Dover.  Two men are sitting on a caisson on the 

courthouse lawn.  In the background is the Milligan & Ridgeway funeral home building and 

the Walter building. 

36. Undated photo of the public square in Dover.  In the background is the Bedford Forrest Hotel 

building and the Weaks building. 

37. Photo labeled “Fort Donelson Memorial Methodist Church.  Married here on Sept. 17, 1947, 

7:00 pm.  Church burned November 1948.” 

38. Bill from Clarksville Hospital, dated January 29, 1953, for 5 days’ board and nursery care 

provided to Mrs. G. W. Sexton. 

39. 1977 invitation to a dinner to be given in honor of James P. Weaks at Hachland Hill, 

Clarksville, hosted by Andy & Brissy Weaks-Martin. 

40. Photo believed to be the crew of the U. S. S. O’Reilly, labeled “42-726.” 


